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February 7, 2006 



VIA FACSIMILE f571) 273-6500 

Mai! Stop 16 
Director of theUSPTO 
P.O. BOX 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313J450 



Re: 



Petition for Refund ) 
U.S. Application Serial No.: 10/689498 
Filed: October 20, 2003 

CONNECTOR FOR CONNECTING TWO BUILDING MEMBERS 
TOGETHER THAT PERMITS RELATIVE MOVEMENT 
BETWEE N THE BUILDING MEMBERS , ; 



1400 Crescent Green 
Suite 300 

Caiy. North Carolina 275U 
tel: 919-854-1844 
. 800-575-1278 
(ax: 919-854 2084 

www.coatsandbennett.coRi 

Patents. Trademarks, 
Copyrights, Trade Secrets. 
Licensing, and 
Related Litigation 

Larry L Coats 
David E. Bennett 
John R. Owen 
David 0. Kalian 
Anthony J. Bilter 
Michael 0. Murphy 
Edward H. Green ill 
Andrew R. Aranda 
Rebecca E. Crandall 

. Mark.R. Bitak* . 
Stephen A. Herrera* 
Jennifer K. Stewart* 



Dear Sin 



' ' We sent a response to the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 
February 3, 2006. Attached to that response was a check for $260,00 - $60.00 for a 
one-month time extension request, and $200.00 for the addition jof two independent 
claims. However, after reviewing this case we realize that the $200.00 was erroneously 
sent since the cost of the amount of claims canceled more than covered the $200.00 fee 
for adding the independent claims. 

Therefore, please refund the $200.00 to our deposit accqunt no. 18-1 167. Thank 
you for your help with this matter. : 

Sincerely, j ■ 



Reg. No.: 25.620 



LLC/WS. .».• 

4782^?.9^; 

CC: Penny L. Cole 
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E UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re^ PpfltfS Sh of 
diGirolamoef a/. 



Serial No.: 10/689,498 

Filed: October 20, 2003 

For CONNECTOR FOR CONNECTING TWO 
BUILDING MEMBERS TOGETHER THAT 
PERMITS RELATIVE MOVEMENT BETWEEN 
THE BUILDING MEMBERS 

Docket No: 4782-039 



PATENT PENDING 
Examiner: Mr. Phi Dieu N Tran A 
Group Art Unit 3637 
Confirmation No.: 4298 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMIS SION 137 CFR 1.8(a)! 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

H deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date 
shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
□ transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office at (571) 2Z3-8300. 

February 3. 2006 




RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

This paper is being filed in response to the Office Action mailed October 4, 2005. Check 
number 17056 in the amount of $60.00 is enclosed to cover the fees associated with a one- 
month time extension. If any further fees or charges are required, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge them to Deposit Account 18-1 167. 



AdiustBient date: 04/18/2006 SDIRETA1 
02/07/8006 UASFAU1 00000023 10669496 
02 FC:2201 -200.00 OP 



02/07/8006 UASFAU1 00000023 10669498 

K FC:ffi01 2W.00 OP 



Repln. Ref: 04/18/2006 SDIRETfli 0014265600 

DAI: 181 167 Nane/Nuober: 10689498 

FC: 9204 $200.00 CR 



CO 



PTO/SB/17 (01-03) 
Approved for use through 04/3072003. Oftffl 0651^2 
U.S. Petent end Trademerk Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



the Paperwork Re duction Ad of 1995^rs 0 ns are reoutedJ ^ 



W FEE TOANSIMOTTAL 



for FY \ 

Effective 01 f 0112003. Patent fees are subject to annual revision. 



[✓] Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1,27 



t TOTAL AMOUMT OF PAYMENT | ($) 524.00 



ComptetQ if Known 



A pplication Number 



Ring Date 
First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Art Unit 



Edward R. diGirotamo 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check aft that apply) 



~0Check [] Credit card |J W □ Other QNone 
[✓j Deposit Account: 

Coats & Bennett, PLLC | 




Deposit 
Account 
Number 



Account 
Neme 



18-1167 



The Commissioner la authorised io: (check ait that apply) 
[jCharge fee(s) Indicated below 0 Credit any overpayments 
(^Charge any additional fee(s) during the pendancy of this application 
Qcharge fee(s) indicated beiow. except for the filing fee 
to the above-Identified deposit account 



FEE CALCULATION 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 

Large Eptjttf i SmaJLEflJIftf 

Foo Fee Feo Feo fq® Description 

Code {$) Code (5) 

1051 130 2051 65 Surcharge - late filing fee or oath 

1052 50 2052 25 Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or 
cover sheet 

1053 130 1053 130 Non-English specification 

1812 2,520 1012 2,520 For filing a request lor ex parte reexamination 

1804 920* 1804 920* Requesting publication of SIR prior to 
Examiner action 



h. BASIC FILING FES 
Large Entity Small Entity 



1001 750 

1002 330 

1003 520 

1004 750 

1005 160 



2001 375 

2002 165 

2003 260 

2004 375 

2005 80 



Utility filing fee 
Design fBingfee 
Plant filing fee 
Reissue filing fee 
Provisional filing fee 



SUBTOTAL (1) l($) 385.00 




2, EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTCLOTY AND REOSSUE 

Fee from r 
t ErfraCisima bnjW 

Total Claims 131 I -20" = >11 I X fe.00 I 

indent !□ .r^Ox 

Multiple Dependent 




Laroo Entity 



Small Ijfifffr 



FoflDeBCflotton 



Fee Fee [ Foe Fee 
Code {%) Code <$) 

1202 18 2202 9 Claims in excess of 20 

1201 84 2201 42 Independent claims In excess of 3 

1203 280 2203 140 Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 

1204 84 2204 42 " Reissue Independent claims 

over original patent 

- Reissue claims in excess of 20 
r original patent 



2205 9 



1805 1,840* 

1251 110 

1252 410 

1253 930 

1254 1.450 

1255 1,970 

1401 320 

1402 320 

1403 280 

1451 1,510 

1452 110 

1453 1,300 

1501 1.300 

1502 470 

1503 630 
1460 130 
1807 50 

1806 180 
8021 40 

1809 750 

1810 750 



1601 
1802 



750 
900 



1805 1.840* Requesting publication of SIR after 
Examiner action 

2251 55 Extension for reply within first month 

2252 205 Extension for reply within second month 

2253 465 Extension for reply within third month 

2254 725 Extension for reply within fourth month 

2255 985 Extension for reply within fifth month 

2401 160 Notice of Appeal 

2402 160 Filing a brief In support of an appeal 

2403 140 Request for oral hearing 

1451 1,510 Petition to Institute a public use proceeding 

2452 55 Petition to revive - unavoidable 

2453 650 Petition to revive - unintentional 

2501 650 Utility Issue fee (or reissue) 

2502 235 Design Issue fee 

2503 315 Plant issue fee 

1460 130 Petitions to the Commissioner 
1807 50 Processing fee under 37 CFR 1-17(q) 
1 806 180 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 

*no\ Aft Record*^ each patent assignment per 
mui «u property (times number of properties) 
2809 375 RHrtg a submission after final rejection 
<37CFR1,129(a)) 

375 For each additional invention to be 
examined (37 CFR 1.129(b)) 

375 Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
900 Request for expedited examination 
of a design application 



2810 



2601 
1802 



40.00 




"WARMING: Information n tola form may become public. Cc dft card Informal n should noi 
b included on this fosm Provtd eradtt card information and cuihorlsaMon otn FTO-203S. 
This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.17 and 1.27. The information Is required to obtain or retain e benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) en application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection la estimated to take 12 minutes to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
tTam^n^ to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, f^J^J^^S^^ SS??S 

Trademark Office. US. Department of Commerce. Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commlcolonor for Potento. Washington, DC 2023*. 

if you need assistance m completing the form, caB 1^$00-PTO$199 (1-80Q-7B&-9 199) and select option 2 



